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They have to defend their own country. 
He said: Well, pretty soon they will be 
able to do it. Clearly, they are not 
doing it. Clearly, the Iraqis are turning 
on each other. What is our military to 
do? 

As Thomas Friedman said, 
Our troops are protecting everyone, and 

yet they are everyone’s target. 

They are protecting the Sunnis from 
the Shia. When they are protecting the 
Shia, the Sunnis get them. That is an 
irresponsible policy. So what we need 
to do is get through to this President. 
I ask all the American people to keep 
on speaking out, to ask the President 
in these next couple of hours to sign 
this bill. We can finally change course. 
We have been in Iraq longer than World 
War II. We can’t afford this conflict, 
and that doesn’t mean you cut and run. 
Anyone who says that is what we are 
saying is wrong. Read the bill. We rede-
ploy out of Iraq, we stay in the region 
to go after al-Qaida and to train the 
Iraqi forces. 

We can’t afford this anymore. Mr. 
President: Sign the bill. 

I yield the floor. 
Mr. President, I suggest the absence 

of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

POLICE CHASES 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I would 
like to talk about a decision by the Su-
preme Court yesterday that greatly 
troubles me. Some many years ago, I 
received a call at 10:31 in the evening 
that my mother had been killed in a 
car accident. She was killed in a car 
accident as a result of a high-speed po-
lice chase. My mother was driving 
home from visiting a friend in the hos-
pital, going 25 or 30 miles an hour on a 
street in Bismarck, ND. A drunk, on 
Main Street in Bismarck, ND, was 
spinning his wheels on his pickup 
truck, and the police then decided to 
apprehend him. The drunk driver took 
flight. Witnesses said he was going 80 
to 100 miles an hour on the city streets. 
Regrettably, that ended in a tragic 
crash that took the life of my mother. 

I have spent many years here in Con-
gress talking about this issue of police 
chases and training for law enforce-
ment officials, about guidelines—when 
to chase, when not to chase. I have 
been joined by a good number of people 
around this country who have lost 
loved ones, innocent loved ones who 
were killed as a result of high-speed po-
lice chases. One who came to mind was 
a former member of law enforcement 
whose family member was killed when 
someone with a taillight that was out 
was to be apprehended by the police, 
and he took flight and the police 

chased at very high speeds. The family 
member of this law enforcement offi-
cial was killed as a result. 

In the middle of working on this, 
over the years, a county sheriff called 
me one day. He heard me speak about 
it. He said: You know, just last week 
we had a man who was a drunk driver 
in our community who had two little 
children in the backseat. The sheriff’s 
department attempted to apprehend 
that driver, and he took off at a high 
rate of speed. The sheriff’s office de-
cided to discontinue the chase imme-
diately. They got a license number. 
They discontinued the chase. Three 
hours later, they arrested the man. 

He said: It could have turned out dif-
ferently. We could have chased that 
man at 80 to 100 miles an hour, and the 
end of that chase could have resulted 
in the death of those children in the 
backseat of that car. But we didn’t do 
that because we had guidelines and we 
had training. 

The Supreme Court yesterday issued 
a ruling, regrettably, that I believe will 
result in more deaths in this country, 
deaths of innocent bystanders, as a re-
sult of high-speed police chases. I think 
the ruling is a horrible ruling. 

Incidentally, the Supreme Court, ap-
parently for the first time in history, 
put a video on their Web site so people 
could see the chase which was the sub-
ject of the decision in the case they 
were considering. Let me suggest to 
the Supreme Court that perhaps they 
could put some other videos on their 
Web site. I know high-speed police 
chases have become a form of tele-
vision entertainment all too often, but 
they all too often end in disaster and 
end with innocent people losing their 
lives. There are other videos they could 
perhaps put on their Web site, if the 
Supreme Court were interested. Among 
those videos might be the resulting 
crashes of high-speed police chases in 
the middle of our cities, at 80 and 100 
miles an hour, where innocent bystand-
ers ended up losing their lives. 

I understand why the police chase 
when there is a felony, a bank robbery, 
a serious crime. I understand that. 
What I don’t understand is this: why 
chases ensue in these communities be-
cause of a broken taillight or a person 
going 5 miles an hour over the speed 
limit and a chase ensues. Yes, the re-
sponsibility is in the person fleeing the 
police. Yes, that is the case, I under-
stand that. But that does not give rise, 
in my judgment, to reason to endanger 
people on the city streets with chases 
at 60, 80, or 100 miles an hour. That is 
not justified. 

Law enforcement needs guidelines. 
They need training to understand what 
the consequences are—when to chase, 
when not to chase. Regrettably, I be-
lieve the Supreme Court ruling yester-
day will result in more high-speed po-
lice chases and more deaths of innocent 
Americans. That is a profound dis-
appointment, not just to me but to 
many others in this country who have 
seen the results of these high-speed 
chases. 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

PRESCRIPTION DRUG USER FEE 
AMENDMENTS OF 2007 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of S. 1082, which 
the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 1082) to amend the Federal Food, 

Drug, and Cosmetic Act to reauthorize and 
amend the prescription drug user fee provi-
sions, and for other purposes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The time 
until 12:30 is to be evenly divided be-
tween the majority leader and Repub-
lican leader and to be used for debate 
only. 

The Senator from North Dakota is 
recognized. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Senator 
BOXER from California be recognized 
for 15 minutes, obviously as the next 
Democratic speaker following my pres-
entation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I have 
come to the floor to talk about the un-
derlying bill that is being considered, a 
piece of legislation to amend the Fed-
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to 
reauthorize and amend the prescription 
drug user fee provisions and so on. It 
may be that there will be an agreement 
by which I and some others who will 
offer legislation or an amendment to 
deal with the issue of prescription drug 
prices will do that at another time and 
not on this bill. If that is the case, I am 
fine with that. I understand there are 
discussions underway now. I would be 
perfectly amenable to not offering an 
amendment on this legislation and in-
stead having an opportunity to offer it 
at a different time. That amendment is 
about the reimportation of prescription 
drugs. 

Let me talk just a little about this 
issue. This is an issue which is getting 
a gray beard these days because it has 
been around so long with so many 
promises to be able to take it up here 
in the Congress. We have 33 cosponsors 
on a piece of legislation that would try 
to break the back of the pricing mo-
nopoly that exists with the pharma-
ceutical industry for prescription drugs 
in our country. The fact is, the Amer-
ican consumers are charged the highest 
prices for prescription drugs anywhere 
in the world. The highest prices for 
prescription drugs are charged to the 
American consumer. It is not right. It 
is not fair. It ought to stop. We do have 
price controls on prescription drugs in 
our country; they are just controlled 
by the pharmaceutical industry. That 
is why we have the highest prices in 
the world. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent to show a couple of bottles of med-
icine. 
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